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Managing and keeping costs down is one of the District’s main concerns.  The Richardson Bay Sanitary District is responsi-
ble for the collection of wastewater and the operation, maintenance and improvements of the District’s sewer collection sys-
tem.  The District is committed to providing reliable sewer service at the lowest possible cost while meeting legal require-
ments, growing State and Federal Clean Water standards, and protecting the environment. Rising costs of wastewater 
treatment, along with the repair and replacement of the District’s aging collection system are necessitating adjustments to 
the  sewer rates.  The District’s expenditures and revenues must balance while maintaining a high level of service.  

 

Basis of Proposed Rates:  The District collects their customer’s wastewater through its system of collec-
tion lines, interceptors and pumps.  The collected wastewater is sent to the Sewerage Agency of Southern 
Marin (SASM) for treatment.  The cost of wastewater treatment by SASM is approximately 60% of the Dis-
trict’s overall budget and the costs for treatment from SASM are anticipated to increase significantly over 
the next few years.  SASM is legally required to make major improvements to their wastewater treatment 
plant to meet the increasingly stringent regulatory requirements. SASM has projected a doubling of their 
cost of treatment over the next five years.  These increased treatment costs can not be absorbed by the 
District and must be passed through to the District’s customers.   

The proposed rates were designed to fairly and equitably recover the cost of providing sewer service from 
all customer classes. The District charges an annual rate which is billed on the basis of equivalent dwelling 
(living) units. Historically, the District has charged the same rate for single-family and multi-family custom-
ers. The comprehensive rate study conducted by the District determined that the volumes of wastewater 
and associated cost to provide service to a multi-family dwelling unit was less than a single-family residen-
tial customer.  The proposed rates have established separate, cost-based, rates for single-family residen-
tial/duplex and multi-family (3+ living units) customers. 

Average Monthly Rate:  The proposed FY 2016/17 annual rate for a single-family residential customer is 
$390.00.  This is equal to a rate of $32.50 per month.  In comparison to other neighboring sewer utility’s 
rates, the District’s are very competitive.    

Proposition 218 Notification:  You are receiving this notice because you are a Richardson Bay Sanitary District sewer 
customer and/or you own property that is receiving sewer services.  A public hearing will cover the proposed rate adjust-
ments for sewer services for a five-year period.  If adopted, the proposed rate adjustments will become effective for Tax 
Years 2016/17 through 2020/21.  This notice also provides information on how rates are calculated, the reasons for the  
required rate adjustments, how customers can receive more information on the effect of the proposed rate adjustments on 
their sewer bills, and how to file a protest against the proposed rate adjustments.  

 

A Public Hearing will be held during the District’s regularly scheduled Board Meeting on 
June 21, 2016, at 4:00 p.m., at the District’s office located at 500 Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon.   The 

proposed rate adjustments will be presented to the  
District’s Board of Directors for adoption at this meeting. 

Richardson Bay Sanitary District 
Proposed Sewer Rate Adjustments 

Proposition 218 Notification      

Present FY FY FY FY FY
Class of Service Rate 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21

Single-Family Residential/Duplex $246.00 $390.00 $527.00 $658.00 $737.00 $826.00 

Multi-Family Residential $246.00 $267.00 $360.00 $451.00 $505.00 $565.00 

Non-Residential $246.00 $390.00 $527.00 $658.00 $737.00 $826.00 

Richardson Bay Sanitary District
Proposed Sewer Rates - FY 2016/17 through FY 2020/21 

Proposed Annual Rate - $/Equivalent Dwelling Unit  
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The District’s costs have risen primarily based on these major 
factors: 

Increased Costs of Wastewater Treatment   

The District conveys their wastewater to the Sewerage Agency of 
Southern Marin (SASM) for treatment. The cost of wastewater treat-
ment is projected to roughly double over this time period as a re-
sult of major capital improvements to SASM’s wastewater treat-
ment plant.  At the present time, the District’s cost of treatment is 
approximately $1.6 million per year and is projected to increase to 
approximately $3.2 million by FY 2020/21.  The majority of the 
increases to SASM costs will occur in the first two years (FY 
2016/17 and FY 2017/18).    

Maintaining the Existing Collection System 

The District’s collection system is aging and requires adequate 
funding to be properly maintained.  The District’s investment in 
collection facilities is approximately $14 million.  At the present 
time, the District’s rates provide little or no funding for the mainte-
nance and repair of the District’s collection system.  With the pro-
posed rate adjustments, and at the end of the five year period, the 
District will be funding approximately $400,000 per year from 
rates to maintain the collection system in proper working order.   

   www.RichardsonBaySD.org 
For additional information, please visit us at:   

If you wish to protest this proposed 
sewer rate adjustment, you may: 

Attend the Public Hearing 
A Public Hearing will be held on June 21, 
2016 at 4:00 P.M. at the District’s office,  
located at 500 Tiburon Blvd.       

-OR- 

Submit a written protest 
Written protests of the proposed rate 
change have to identify the address of the 
impacted property and include the signa-
ture(s) of the property owner(s).  If the Dis-
trict receives written protests against the 
proposed sewer rates by the majority of 
the affected property owners prior to the 
end of the hearing, the District’s Board will 
not approve the change.  In  compliance 
with Proposition 218, only one protest for 
each property will be counted.   A written 
protest regarding the rate increase for 
sewer services may be mailed to the 
Richardson Bay Sanitary District, 500 
Tiburon Blvd, Tiburon, CA 94920.   All 
written protests need to be 
received by the District at or before the 
close of the public hearing.   

Why are the sewer rate increases required? 

 Or by phone:  (415) 388-1345 

Does the District also receive property taxes as a source of revenue? 
Yes, the District receives approximately $1.4 million per year in property tax revenue which is used to 

off-set the District’s total costs and the sewer rates charged to customers. 

When was the last time the District changed their sewer rates? 
The District has not changed or adjusted their sewer rates in approximately 30 years.  

When would new rates take effect? 
The rates will take effect after a Public Hearing.  The rates will appear on the next property tax bill.  

How do the District’s rates compare to other neighboring utilities? 
The District’s rates are very competitive and even with the proposed rate adjustment will be at or be-
low a number of neighboring sewer utilities.  [See graph below right]. 
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Single Family $246 $390 $817 $1,111 $734 $685 $549

Multi‐Family 246 267 726 777 661 685 346

Non Residential 246 390 817 1,111 734 685 549
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